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1
Opening Session

A)  Circulate Attendance Sign-Up Sheet and Membership Roster

Attendance at meeting: 
Committee Members (29/33, quorum present): Rick Dowling (Chair), Lily Elefteriadou (Secretary), Loren Bloomberg, Bob Bryson, Tom Creasey, Janice Daniel, Mike Dixon, Aimee Flannery, Bob Foyle, Dirk Gross, Martin Guttenplan, Mohammed Hadi, John Halkias, Abdul-Rahman Hamad, Mike Hunter, Joel Marcuson, Hideki Nakamura, Elena Prassas,  Bruce Robinson, Lee Rodegerdts, Roger Roess, Manuel Romana, Bill Sampson, Bastian Schroeder, Dennis Strong, Tian Zong, Scott Washburn, Andy Wolfe, Grant Zammit

Past Members (14): Ray Benekohal, Jim Bonneson, Werner Brilon, Ken Courage, Fred Hall, Wayne Kittelson, Doug McLeod, Barbara Ostrom, Jim Powell, Bill Prosser, Nagui Rouphail, Erik Ruehr, Mark Vandehey, John Zegeer

Subcommittee Members and Friends (25): Ghulam Bham, Noel Casil, Francois Dion, Paul Dorothy, Brian Eads, Wei (David) Fan, Clara Fang, Jo Fazio, Evangelos Kaisar, John Karachepone, Alexandra Kondyli, Bruce Landis, John LaPlante, Peyton McLeod, Khang Nguyen, Michael O’Rourke, Mohammad Qureshi, Paul Ryus, Mshadoni, Smith, Peter Terry, Andrew Weeks, Ning Wu, Marguerite Zarillo, Yunlong Zhang, Karl Zimmerman
New Friends (21): Wenteng Ma, Gary Rylander, Anna Lai, Aaron Elias, Lina Kattan, Savaranan Gurupackam, Saeid Saidi, Christian Sax, Ertan Ornek, Dimitra Michalaka, Anja Estel, Cuie Lu, Jian Rong, Gary Thomas, Yupo Chan, David Stanek, Wayne Berman, Marcus Januario, Sam Granato, Haris Koutsopoulos, Nicholas Badal
TRB Staff: Richard Cunard

NCHRP Staff: Ray Derr

2.
Consent Agenda

There was a motion (Motion 09-1) by Andy Wolfe, seconded by Martin Guttenplan, to accept the committee meeting minutes for the meeting of July 30th, 2008. The motion passed unanimously by voice vote.  

Rick Dowling removed the approval of errata from the consent agenda, because there were no new ones to approve. 

3.
Transportation Research Board and Other Reports

A)  NCHRP TCRP Staff Report – Ray Derr

Ray Derr discussed new NCHRP projects that will be starting soon, one on managed lanes and another on signal timing variability. Bob Foyle indicated that two other projects (one on toll facility operations and another on two-lane highways) were not selected for funding.  

B)  ITE Joint Activities Report – Bill Sampson
McTrans will be publishing articles on HCM 2010, and several presentations are planned. There is a process in place for initiating and delivering those articles and presentations.

C)  Inter-committee Coordination 

Transit Committee - Paul Ryus said that an update to the transit capacity manual is being planned.
Performance Measures Committee - John Zegeer said the performance measures committee will meet the following day at TRB and he encouraged everyone to attend their meeting. 

Roundabout Task Force - Lee Rodegerdts said the roundabout conference was very well attended and is one of the largest of its kind in the world. 

Bicycle Transportation - Martin Guttenplan said the bicycle transportation committee is co-sponsoring a session with this committee on the NCHRP 3-70 results. 

Joint Intersection Subcommittee - Brandon Nevers gave an update regarding the activities of the intersection joint committee.

Simulation Joint Subcommittee - Ken Courage gave an update on the simulation workshop held on Sunday.

Freeway Operations – Abdul-Rahman Hamad gave an update on the freeway operations committee. 
Traffic Flow Theory Committee - Mohammed Hadi indicated that the TFT committee is considering a list of research problem statements for submission, and they have assembled problem statements including issues on capacity variability, work zones and incidents. Mohammed will coordinate between the two committees. 
D)  TRB Staff Report - Rich Cunard 

Rich gave an update regarding the TRB annual meeting. He indicated that next year’s meeting will be Jan. 10-14, 2010. This year was the first year TRB had a reduction in attendance, with close to 10,000 registrants. TRB has approximately 60 sections recorded and available electronically. They are also promoting more webinars, which is a good way to get information out to the public. He suggested there might be a better way to reach out to the general public by improving the committee website and making it more usable. TRB is also promoting “practice-ready” papers, which can be submitted to DOTs for immediate use. This year for the first time there are more poster papers TRB-wide than presentations. This is the only way for TRB to increase the capacity of the meeting. 
The citation impact factor for the Transportation Research Board Journal was 0.206 for 2007, which ranks it 23rd out of 26 journals. This happens because the total number of papers is very large, and that makes the ratio very small regardless of other measures.  

Rich also introduced Pete Briglia, who is our new section chair. Pete is with the University of Washington and he is replacing Dan Turner, who is now the new group chair. There are 13 committees under this section. Pete said that his section assembled all committee strategic plans and has developed recommendations based on those. Major recommendations are with respect to communications tools to help attendance for those who cannot travel to the TRB meetings. 
E)  FHWA Report – Grant Zammitt/Wayne Berman
FHWA has assembled a spreadsheet summarizing all FHWA activities related to the HCM. They are also developing a new handbook for traffic analysis tools, which is expected to be published the first quarter of 2009. There is a new chapter in that book that contains information from the HCQS summer 2008 meeting related to traffic management, demand management, and how the HCM can serve those needs. 

Wayne Berman, task leader at FHWA, made a presentation on traffic management and the HCM. He has been working on the demand-side of transportation, and he has been responsible for the urban partnership agreement through FHWA, which funds congestion pricing projects at 6 metropolitan areas. He indicated that the HCM needs to maintain its relevancy by providing measures and models for use by planners. 
Wayne proposed that a task force of the HCQS be instituted to develop a plan for ultimately introducing a new chapter on “Advanced Facility Management Techniques for Maximizing Capacity.” He asked for the committee’s input on developing such a task force. Anybody interested should contact Grant Zammitt. Abdul suggested coordinating with the Active Traffic Management joint subcommittee between Freeway Ops and HOV committees.  
Mark indicated that there will be a placeholder/text in the HCM 2010, with general information regarding other resources relating to freeway management systems (for example through the SHRP2 program). 
Aimee stressed that these will be excellent topics that SCOR can support in new project statements. 

4.
Special Topics 

Mark Vandehey summarized the review process agreed to for the HCM 2010. Mark said he appreciates everyone’s effort to review these documents on-time. 

5. Reports by Group 
A) Group 1 Administration – Lily Elefteriadou
Website: Andy Wolfe indicated that there have been problems with the website and that he is discussing moving the website elsewhere. Additional information regarding this will be provided at the summer meeting. 

Paper reviews: Tian Zong said there was no best paper award this past year, because there was no paper that stood out. 

Research: Bob Foyle indicated there is a database maintained for research problem statements. The research subcommittee is also exploring the idea of a research data base. Bastian is maintaining a list of on-going projects relevant to the HCM. They are also trying to include State DOT research. Dirk Gross is trying to assemble a short list of projects among which some can be selected for submission to SCOR. The guiding principle is that only projects in the research database can be voted on. 

Conference sessions: Lily said there were two conference sessions sponsored by the HCQS this year, one regarding travel time reliability in the HCM, and another on NCHRP 3-70 results (co-sponsored with the Bicycle Transportation committee).
 Capacity Task Force: Lily reported that the capacity task force discussed next steps beyond the HCM 2010. The consensus was that there are issues related to the measurement, and variability of capacity that are still not resolved. The task force will consider organizing a workshop after the HCM 2010 work is completed. The task force will probably not need to meet next summer, unless there are capacity-related issues to address for the HCM 2010. 

Reliability Task Force: Lily reported that the reliability task force addressed reliability issues for HCM editions past the 2010. There are at least two projects (one through the NCHRP and another through SHRP2) that will address reliability in the HCM. It is expected that as these projects get initiated the task force will need to monitor them and suggest changes and additions to the HCM. The task force will likely not need to meet at the summer meeting, but will meet again at the next TRB annual meeting to discuss next steps. 
B) Group 2 - Uninterrupted Flow Group – Abdul Rahman Hamad
Service volumes have been finalized for freeway systems. The simulation subcommittee discussed the results of the workshop 

A task group has been formed to review the simulation applications chapter. 

There are additional concerns about the two-lane highways chapter, and it appears additional work will need to be done to improve on that. 

C) Interrupted Group – Bob Bryson

The four subcommittees met on Sunday. All subcommittees had on going research to discuss. At the signalized intersections subcommittee Jim Bonneson made a presentation on several white papers he has prepared. The subcommittee voted to include an adjustment for lane width. The unsignalized intersection subcommittee reviewed work on six-lane highways for unsignalized intersections. The roundabouts chapter is up for review. 

The interchange ramp terminals reviewed work by Lily on validating the NCHRP 3-60 paper. The methodology is now being developed based on the existing signals chapter. The subcommittee is looking to make sure the two chapters are compatible, and that the sample problems are compatible. The computational engines developed may not be compatible, however. The urban streets chapter discussed the 3-70 work with respect to auto LOS. Jim presented additional work on the urban streets chapter. 

A workshop took place the night before the committee meeting on using the ICA method for signals. Bob and Rick thanked Elena and the other organizers of this very informative workshop. Among other issues, the group discussed whether v/c ratio should be part of the LOS. 
Motion (09-02) introduced by Bob Bryson, second by Lee Rodegerts
The HCQS Committee approves the recommendation of the Interrupted Flow Group that Level of Service F occurs when either the performance measure used to determine Level of Service exceeds defined criteria for Level of Service F or the volume to capacity ratio (v/c) exceeds 1.0. 
Yes: 28
No: 1

Motion passes
Another motion was introduced by Bob Bryson, second by Andy Wolfe
The HCQS Committee approves the recommendation of the Interrupted Flow Group that performance measures be aggregated and at a minimum, LOS reported for the point, segment, or facility level in the analysis, and that Level of Service be reported for the worst movement, segment or lane group if appropriate.
Yes 15
No 15 

Motion doesn’t pass

Lee indicated that there is a need to aggregate the performance of all movements to be able to compare between different types of intersections. There was significant discussion on how the committee should proceed. 

It was agreed that Bob Bryson will lead a group (Nagui, Abdul, Lee, Dennis, Elena, Martin and several others) to investigate the issue of aggregating LOS at the intersection level. Mark Vandehey asked for this to be resolved by March. Rick indicated there will be an e-vote, and perhaps a web teleconference to resolve this. 
An issue regarding freeway systems LOS was brought up, and it was agreed that this will be also discussed later.

Later during the meeting, Bob Bryson proposed a revised motion, second by Dennis Strong:
The HCQS Committee approves the recommendation of the Interrupted Flow Group that performance measures be aggregated to a consistent level among the Interrupted Flow Chapters. The guidance to the 3-92 contractor is to be consistent with the HCM 2000 method for reporting intersection and urban street facility LOS, and also include the worst lane, movement, lane group, or segment as part of that LOS specification (i.e., LOS C/F). 

There were concerns voiced with having consistency between chapters. Bob Bryson indicated that the intent is not to force this to be accomplished for all chapters if it doesn’t make sense. Also, there were concerns with specific chapters, such as the interchanges, especially for closely spaced intersections.
Yes 15
No: 11

Prior to the vote the Chair determined that this motion had major implications for the HCM and therefore required a 2/3 vote.  The motion failed to obtain the required 2/3 vote and therefore did not pass.  Bob Bryson volunteered to lead a group to investigate the issue further. 

A) Group 4: Multimodal and Preliminary engineering – Tom Creasey

The ped/bike subcommittee led by Paul Ryus will be reviewing the ped/bike chapter. The planning and preliminary engineering subcommittee led by Andy will be coordinating the review of the respective chapters. The quality of service issue has not been resolved and subsequent work needs to occur.
B) Group 5: User Liaison Group – Bill Sampson

They have broken out into subcommittees: Technical subcommittee (Bob Foyle), International contacts (Manuel Romana), Interpretations (Dirk Gross). The group plans several presentations and articles to advertise the HCM 2010. 

Paul Dorothy indicated that the operational effect of geometrics committee is interested in putting together sample problems outlining the effects of the new manual. There will be a mid-year meeting in Spain the summer of 2010 and he is the technical contact. They would be interested in organizing a session focusing on the HCM 2010. 

6.
Upcoming Meeting Plans

A) Year 2009 Summer Meeting – (Wednesday June 10-13) – Hyatt Regency, Newport Beach, CA – Rich Cunard
The meeting will be at the same place as last year. Rich will try to get larger rooms for breakout groups. There will be a joint ITE meeting. Loren will coordinate with ITE and is looking for suggested topics for a joint session.
Joel, Hideki, Werner indicated they will attend the Freeway Operations meeting in Hawaii, and they might be drafted for a presentation. 

B) 
Year 2010 Summer Meeting – (July 22-25) – Portland, Oregon) – Mark Vandehey
It will be somewhere in downtown Portland. More information will be available at the mid-year meeting. 
C) Year 2011 - 6th International Symposium–Stockholm Sweden, Royal Institute of Technology.  
Haris Koutsopoulos will help organize the symposium. He expects the first call of papers no later than the mid-year meeting. The meeting is planned for the last week of June. The city hall has been booked already. Tian Zong is planning the proceedings publication. The question is who will publish this. An issue is whether it will be in the TRB citation system. Another option is using a major publisher. Registration is expected to be between $400 - $500. A reduced fee is expected for students. The Swedish Road Administration will co-sponsor this, and this will help offset costs. 

A straw poll was conducted and it was determined that 20 committee members and a total of 30 people are probably going to attend this symposium.
Bastian asked whether on-line participation might be an option. It was indicated that it might be a problem due to the time difference.  

7.
Closing Session
A) Rotation – April 2010. Rick indicated he has to make this decision between June and January of this year. A new chair and new members are expected then. Approximately 1/3 of the committee will be new members. The committee has a total of 24 members, 4 international, and 2 young members (one of these spots is currently vacant). 
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